[Structural glycoproteins and integrins].
Structural glycoproteins are multifunctional proteins which play a dual role in extracellular matrix: they contribute to the supramolecular organization of extracellular matrices and participate in cell-matrix interactions. Some of their receptors, the integrins, are not only adhesion molecules but there is increasing evidence that they may transduce signals from outside-in the cells and from inside-out the cells although all the mechanisms of this "transducing" activity are still not completely understood.